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Newspapers, like books, were under rigorous
supervision. The edicts by which the liberty of
the press was restricted were no more severe under
Richelieu than they had long been, but under his
rule laws which had been dead letters were put in
execution. The minister recognised the import-
ance of public opinion, and was the more resolved
that it should not be misdirected. " The Gazette
will do its duty," he writes, " or Renaudot will be
deprived of the pensions he has received." The
Gazette always did its duty and Renaudot was never
left pensionless.

The punishment of those who ventured to criticise
the Government was severe. Death was often pre-
scribed for such offences; it was rarely inflicted, but
long imprisonment was an ordinary penalty. So
rigorous was the censure that even almanacs were
not regarded as beneath attention ; they were for-
bidden to print anything of a more dangerous char-
acter than the phases of the moon, eclipses, and the
various conditions and humours of the weather.
Poor Richard 's Almanac would have been repressed
under Richelieu. Hostile criticism was forbidden
and absolute silence on political questions was pre-
ferred. " Whoever treats or disputes concerning
the power or supreme authority of the King, or
of any other sovereign, save by his Majesty's per-
mission," says an edict, "will be punished as a dan-
gerous person and a disturber of the public peace."

Richelieu sought to eradicate a pernicious practice
of the French nobility; he succeeded in checking it
temporarily, though it continued to flourish longstitutions more important to the country thanious! by the Rhone ami the Loire became
